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A highly skilled carpenter who had grown old was ready to retire.
He told his employer of his plans to leave the house building
business and live a more leisurely life with his family. He would
miss the pay check, but he needed to retire.
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The employer was sorry to see his good worker go and asked if he
could build just one more house as a personal favour. The
carpenter agreed to this proposal but made sure that this will
be his last project. Being in a mood to retire, the carpenter was
not paying much attention to building this house. His heart was
not in his work. He resorted to poor workmanship and used
inferior materials. It was an unfortunate way to end his career.

When the job was done, the carpenter called his employer and
showed him the house. The employer handed over some papers
and the front door key to the carpenter and said "This is your



house, my gift to you."

The carpenter was in a shock! What a shame! If he had only known
that he was building his own house, he would have made it better
than any other house that he ever built!

Our situation can be compared to this carpenter. Allah (S.W.T)
has sent us to this world to build our homes in paradise by
obeying His commands. Now, we have to decide how well we wish
to build the homes where we will live forever.

-END-
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Shuaib received an automobile from his brother as an Eid
present. On Eid day when Shuaib came out of his house, a street
urchin was walking around the shiny new car, admiring it. "Is this
your car, Uncle?" he asked. Shuaib nodded. "My brother gave it to
me for Eid." The boy was astounded.

"You mean your brother gave it to you and it didn't cost you
anything? Boy, | wish.." He hesitated. Of course Shuaib knew
what he was going to wish for. He was going to wish he had a
brother like that. But what the lad said jarred Shuaib all the way
down to his heels. "l wish,” the boy went on, "that | could be a
brother like that.' Shuaib looked at the boy in astonishment,
then impulsively he added, "Would you like to take a ride in my
automobile?" "Oh yes, I'd love that.“

After a short ride, the boy turned and with his eyes aglow, said,



"Uncle, would you mind driving in front of my house?" Shuaib
smiled a little. He thought he knew what the lad wanted. He
wanted to show his neighbours that he could ride home in a big
automobile. But Shuaib was wrong again. "Will you stop where
those two steps are?” the boy asked. He ran up the steps. Then
in a little while Shuaib heard him coming back, but he was not
coming fast. He was carrying his little crippled brother. He sat
him down on the bottom step, then sort of squeezed up against
him and pointed to the car.

"There it is, little brother, just like | told you upstairs. His brother
gave it to him for Eid and it didn't cost him a penny. And some
day I'm going to give you one just like it...then you can see for
yourself all the pretty things in the Shop windows that I've been
trying to tell you about

Shuaib got out and lifted the boy to the front seat of his car.
The shining-eyed older brother climbed in beside him and the
three of them began a memorable ride. That Eid, Shuaib learned



what the Prophet Muhammad (S.A.W) meant when he had said:
“Love for your brother what you love for yourself".

-END-
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An investment banker was at the pier of a small coastal village
when a small boat with just one fisherman docked. Inside the
small boat were several large yellow fin tuna. The investment
banker complimented the fisherman on the quality of his fish and
asked how long it took to catch them.



